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Civil Service Commission y ae 
(Chapter I 2, F. P. M.) THIS; ORM TO BE USED ONLY FOR APPLICANTS AND APPOINT! CASE SERIAL NO. 
= WHERE RECORD CHECKS AND-INQUIRIES ARE CONDUCTED “= (CBSO use only) 
. am -BY, CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION , a 
ro ‘ i. i 
os (PART 1—EXECUTIVE ORDER 5H 0450 5 4 t 0 ) 
_ ~| TO: The Federal Bureau of Investigatioa, through the U.S. Civil Service. Comunesion 
‘The following information is fhrnished-for identification purposes on the person named below. Kindly furnish a report on any 
ae information contained § in yo files. _(The fingerpri ts of this person are attac 
q (Given gai (Middle or. other names) 
7 FULL NAME (initisls and 4 es <> 
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2. ALIASES AND NICKNAMES ISTE DATE OF THIS REQUEST ; 
Orr A ‘3 ve 0 % 
| 4. SPECIAL NUMBERS KNOWN TO REQUESTING AGENCY (#BI number or FBI file number, passport number, Army or Navy serial number, seaman’s certificate of 
: identification, alien registration number, Social Security number, etc. Specify which)! ( 
wut 
a | 
C f Social Security # 120-013-2162 ‘ 


: 5. PLACE OF BIRFH————- -——- ~~ =. 6. DATE OF BIRTH 7. TITLE OF POSITION 


New York, New York | _5=8~19 . Expert 
§. MARITAL STATUS 10. IF MARRIED, GIVE SPOUSE’S FULL NAME, AND DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH 
LI sincur Mary Olive Ballou 
MARRIED De cember 9, 1917, Fairmont, Minnesota 


| 11, DATE OF APPOINTMENT 12. TYPE OF APPOINTMENT: | a 
EXCEPTED TEMPORARY : 
CL] COMPETITIVE (Cite Civil Service or other legal authority) ‘ 


iB. OE WITH WHICH AFFILIATED OTHER THAN RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS OR THOSE WHICH SHOW RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL 


American Psychological Association 
\ American Association for the Advancement of Science 


14, DATES AND PLACES OF RESIDENCE FOR THE LAST 10 YEARS 
From To Street City 


presen eQVMNO Ave - Minn 


15, DATES, NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF EMPLOYERS FOR THE LAST 10 YEARS 
. Employer 
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‘See letter to Mr. Kimbell Johnson, Chief, Investigations Division, U. S, 
Civil Service -Commission, Washington 255 De Coy dated December 14, 1953. 


FBI, Washington, -D. C. 


* _ of ve rn (Name of Reforting Agency) 
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INSTRUCTIONS ON PREPARATION OF STARDARD "FORM 65. , 

4. This form (Standard Form 85) is promulgated by the United States Civil Service. Commission, af the request of the Federal Bureag 
of Investigation for the purpose. of carrying out the responsibilities with respect fo applicanis for Fedcral employment and pere 
sons appoinied to Federal positions after September 30, 1947, cs provided in Part 1 of Executive Order 9835. 

&. All items mest be filled! ia. If the answer is “No” o7 “None”, so state. 

3. The Fingerprint Chest (Standard Form 87) of the applicant cr appointee must be sulinut .d with the orginal and two coples of 
this form. The third carbon copy ef the form should be retained by the agency. 

4, If additional space is peeded in Filling in tems 14 and 15, usc o@ separate shect of papcr, number the item to conespond with 


the item number of this form, ond affach. 1438 sh 
ee 


5. If the requesting agency has previously received loyalty informgyiour hin! day ment agency (inelud’ng the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation) conceming the employee named ia this form, the nae UF tit agency which furnished the information and the 

date of the report should be shown in Item 16, . V, 
6. Item 17 is reserved for use in reporting on this requect when no dsrogafery igform ipnl@(teveloped. 
7. Whenever information is developed the report will be gover Ef ve Sabie. ' ' 
8, Fer further details regarding the use of this form sec the Federtil’Perconnel Manual Sheer 12, 
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SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 
_ Buded: = 41/9/53 


_ Attached are Photostats of material furnished this Bureau 
relative to the captioned individual. - Conduct a full field investi- 
gation ( ) a preliminary inquiryX ). 


. ; Boston-Detroit 
Minneapolis=San Antoniq.= Omaha-Buffald- —"e a Pr tos 


( ) Determine whether captioned person is identical: with the 
individual mentioned in Bufiles; if 80, convert. 


( ) Determine whether captioned person | is identical with the 
trindividual mentioned in Bufiles. If identical, ascertain whether suf- 
ficientrinformation is available to warrant en FFI; if so, convert. 

E 
tu X ) Determine whether sufficient information exists ‘to war- 
<rant anFFT; if so, convert. 


5 Each PI should be sufficiently complete ‘to resolve the “question 
f loyalty. 
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¥ ) If converted, ‘advise Bureau and auxiliary offices, ‘speci- 
fying 30-day Buded. If FFI conducted, X~) WFO ( ) New York ( ) Balti- 
more ( ) St. Louis will check appropriate records in their district. 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent JT 
Brenton S. Gordon dated February. 14, 1947, at Boston entitled 
"National Committee on Atomic Information} Federation of “ a 
American Scientists; federation of Atomic Scientists; National’ ce 
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e Centy< ce Boston tits 10010219. fieroreneed report roflects 
BE at the Cambridgs Asaneiation of Cefentists wie formed Santenher, 
and affiliated with the Federation of fmertean Selentiste, 
Aeiat reflected in referencee revort ia infornaticn cone ae . 

plans tc affiliate the Federation of American Selentista with = 
tie American Agsoointion of Celentific Vorvera, The con 
Abpsacintion of Selentific horlere bax been cited by the California 
Committee on Unedserican Activities, ‘et my on gage of of this . 

a. a) Report te a Tiet- of neues of those vhoze sragotee vas assured at 

Tae. a Conference of social and nhysical | ‘golentiate: ox atonie cner 

by tho Combridge Sseociotion of Setentiets and beld October, 19 > at 

Harvard ond MIT, Included in thig¢ liet is saat Festinger. 

Department of Boonemies, MIT. (100-344452) | 


Bares tties contain « trangoript of tha henrings before 
Subcommittes of the Comittee of chee a tions, United States 
. Sonate, fist Congresa.. Set cit on page 160 of thie transcript. 
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FBI SAN ANTONTO 10/30/83 a 
Transmit the Paiiewine Teletype message to: 

rs EXPERT - APPLICANT » DEPARTMENT OF THE AF, TAGKLAND 
REBULET 10/26/53. eat 


AFB, SAN ANTONIO, TEX. SGE,BUDED 11/9/53. 


MAJOR NORMAN MURRAY, EXECUTIVE OFFICER, HUMAN RESOURCES RESEARCH 
CENTER, 3700 MTW, LACKLAND AFB, ADVISED APPLICANT IS ON THEIR 


LIST OF AVATLABLE SCIENTISTS TO DO CONTRACT WORK IN RESEARCH FOR 


THE ATR FORCE, TO DATE, HE HAS NOT BEEN EMPLOYED, HOWEVER, IT IS 


POSSIBLE HE MAY BE SENT SOME WORK AT SOME FUTURE DATE AT THE 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA. ACCORDING TO MURRAY, SUCH WORK AND 


INFORMATION THAT MIGHT BE SENT FESTINGER WOULD NOT BE RESTRICTED 


NOR HIGHER CLASSIFICATION. Ruc. 
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LEON FESTINGER 

Expert - Applicant 

Department of the Air Force 
Lackland Air Force Base 

San Antonio, Texas 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYESS 


November 5, 1953 
Buffalo, New York 


RESULTS OF INVHSTIGATIQNY 
EMPL OYMENT 


Miss MARTON MC CLINTOCK, secretary to the Dean, School of Liberal 
Arts, University of Rochester, said LEON FESTINGR was favorably employed at 
that University on the Prince Street Campus, from March, 1944, to October 1, 
194.5, as an instructor in education and senior statistician, 


Miss MC CLINTOCK said the applicant's birth record is included in 
the University files as May 18, 1919, at New York City, and further that he 
was married to MARY O. BALLOU during October, 1%,3, 


Miss MC CLINTOCK said that during early October, 1953, an inquiry 
concerning the applicant had been made concerning his qualifications, however, 
she could not recall who made the inquiry. She added that on that occasion 
she had tried unsuccessfully to locate anyone on the faculty who remembered 
FHESTINGE. 


RESIDENCE 


The 1945 Rochester City Directory lists LH#ON FESTINGER, research 
worker at the University of Rochester, as living at 207 Melville Street, 


CREDIT 


LEE PERO, Assistant Manager, Credit Bureau of Rochester, Inc., said 
that agency has had record of FaZSTINGER since 19453 however, no credit rating 
had been established and the record reflected only that the applicant was a 
statitician at the University of Rochester and formerly lived at 1 Belle Vista, 
Towa City, Iowa. 


CRIMINAL 
Sergeant MARK HCULIHAN, Identification Division, Rochester Police 


Department, on October 30, 1953, did not locate a record for either the 
applicant or his wife. 
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rp > STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Memokindum ° UNITED stibzs GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI (10-191) DATE: 


FROM : SAC, Omaha (1h.0-36) 


BJECT: LEON FESTINGER 
ke Expert - Applicant 
. Department of the Air Force 
Lackland Air Force Base 
San Antonio, Texas 
SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Rebulet to Minneapolis dated October 26, 1953. 


11-6-53 


OCTAVIA PRATT, Registrar's Office, University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, Towa, advised FESTINGER, born May 8, 1919, at 
Brooklyn, New York, entered Graduate College September 18, 
1939 and received his Master's Degree August 2, 190 and 
his Ph.D, Degree July 31, 1942, majoring in Child Psychol- 
ogy. These records reflected he resided at 510 Iowa 
Avenue, Iowa City, during the entire period of his atten- 
dance, The above records contained no information re- 


flecting on the applicant's loyalty. 


DORA TUCKER, landlady, 510 Iowa Avenue, Iowa 


City, Iowa, 


who is very elderly, advised she recalled FESTINGER as 
an honest, reliable, industrious student, who was of good 
character and loyal to the interests of the United States. 
She advised FESTINGER resided at her home from 1939 to 


1942 when he returned to Brooklyn, New York. 


BETTY MASON STILLIANS, Secretary, Child welfare Department, 
University of Iowa, Hast Hall, Iowa City, Iowa, advised the 
records of that office reflect that FESTINGER worked in 

the Child Welfare Station while he was seeking his Ph.D. 
Degree in Child Psychology and worked closely with Dr. 
ROBERT R. SHEARS, now the Head of the Department of Psy- 
chology at Stanford University. Miss STILLIANS stated 
FESTINGER left the University of Iowa in 191.3 and accepted 
@ position at the University of Rochester, Rochester, New 
York. Miss STILLIANS also advised that FESTINGER worked 

as a@ statistical consultant on research projects under 

the direction of Professor KURT LEWIN, now deceased. She 
explained that the records of the above office reflect con 


siderable correspondence between FESTINGER and Dr. SEARS /, 
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concerning various research problems they were conducting, 
as well as personnel matters, but did not contain any in- 
formation reflecting on the loyalty of FuSTINGSA, 


Dr, BOYD R. MC CANDLSSS, Head or Child welfare Department, 
dast Hall, University o2 Towa, Iowa City, Iowa, stated he 

was a close personal friend of the applicant and has maintained 
close contact even since the applicant left Iowa City in 
August 1913. Fe said FESTINGSR is considered an expert in 
psychology erour work and is a brilliant statistical rescarch 
ran. He said FESTINGER has never engaged in political acti- 
vities of any Teind and has never indicated any interest in 
matters political, He related that FZISTINGGR is devoted to 
research and added that he is confident that FSSTINGSRts loy- 
alty is entirely with the United States. He said applicant 
has never veen a member of any subversive orranization, has 
never supported the ideals of any subversive orranization. 

and has always maintained loyal associates, MC CaANOLSSS said 
that in his judgment, FasTINGG2 can ve entrusted with conri- 
dential information. 


De. KENNETH SPANC, Head of Department of vrsychology, ast 
Hall, University o° Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, stated he was closely 
associated with PESTINGER as a student at the University and 
founa him to be reliavle, honest, trustworthy, and uefinitely 
loyal to the United States. He related that FaSTINGZR secured 
his Ph.v. Jesrree while encased in the Chilu Jelfare Depart- 
ment and upon completion of his studies, assisted vr. SPANCHE 

on several research projects under the supervision of the 
National Research Council. He said applicant was employed 

as a statistician and also taught “Yor a short period at the 
army ASTP Program as held at the State University o” Iowa. 
SPENC:: advised applicant also taurht statistics at this Pro- 
gran and assisted Dr. SPANCE as a consultant on Navy research. 
He explained that he was certain that FASTINGER was cleared 

at that time for handlinre the research project. SPINCES fur- 
ther advisod that PESTINGIR has never boen lined with any sub- 
versive organization or rroup and ke considered applicant to be 
a loyal American citizen, 


Or, GUSTAV BEYGMAN, Head of the Derartment of Philosonvhy, 
Bast Hall, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. stated he 
knew applicant very well as a good student and has “ollowed 
his career closely. We said applicant is a brilliant scholar 


Cu 1h0-36 


and is outstanding as an incividual of sood character and 
ceputation. Ho stated F2sSTINGsn never discussed political 
matters and he, thercZore, had no information concerning his 
political belicfs. He added, however, that he was cortain 
that FASTINGERA was not a member of any suoversive rsroup or 
organization .hile at the University o: Towa and never cx- 
pressed any inverest in any surversive activity. Or. SeRGHaAN 
stated that «sith tne chilosophical, psycholosical and social 
cackeround and training, FPASTINGER has experienccd, as well 
as tne views he has expressea, it would oc incongruous to even 
suspect that PESTINGiR would ever have anything to do with 
Communist ideolories, Dr. BERGHAN said he definitely consi- 
dered FESTINGER to be a loyal citizen. 


UANCY MITCHUM, =Smploynent Oflice, University of fowa. Iowa 
City, Iowa, advised that a statistical sheet completed in 
march 1912 lists LicCN FESTINGSR erployea as a Statistician and 
Research Associate in the Child ‘lelfare Station. The above 
records contained no derogatory or disloyal information and 
indicated that he terminated in September 1912. It was noted 
that FSSTINGER listed prior experience as "Assistant Psychomec- 
trist" at the Psychopathic Hospital, State University of Tow, 
“rom Septernbor 19159 to Pet pracy 19' 2, . 

JOPN JIGS2, Iowa City Credit Bureau, Iowa City, Iowa, advised 
that his record contained no reference to FUSTIVGIR, 


HD RUPFPERT, Chiet, Iown City Police Department, Iowa City, Iowa, 
stated FaSTINGER has never keen arrested by that Department. 
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“Fre Sac, “Minneapolis Choe: 
_SUBIECT: “LEON FEST INGER * 


Expert - ‘Applicaiit i EN 
"Department of the Air Force: 
Lackland Air Force Base eee 
. San Antonio, . Texas .. 
SECURITY ° OF ‘GOVERNMENT: UPL OT ERS. 


SP eB Bulet to 0 Winneapolio, 10/26/83 


The applicantts- ‘employment. ee the. University of ittnnescta was verified ee 
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“1951, to the présent.-: The applicant, 


“entered aS an Assosiate Professor. ‘and. was. “promoted.to-a full. professorship 


on October 1, 1952. ° 
research ‘in; ‘social, relations. - 
May 8, 1919,- at New York City. and the 


He is. employed’ as 


a research expert in the laboratory for 


The: record reflects that Dre FESTINGER. was born, 


applicant's ' employment: HECores at the eae 


“University: of: Minnesota contairis’ “nO - derogatary’ app ornations: 


eo NED FLANDERS, Professor of: ‘psychology » ‘University ‘of. Minfigsota, ‘Fora 
Hall 92, “Witineapolis - Mimesota,: advised’ that he has known Dr. ‘FESTINGER . ¢ 


“since! his employment at the University 


_ loyal and a trustworthy Ameriégan citizen. 


observed . that, the applicant is. totally’ 
centire: interest lies in research -among 
_. 48 an outstanding expert ‘in his: field. 
agin. ‘and associations are, OF. ‘the 


oS iss EDTA SALOSCHIN, Ford Hal: ‘We3, ‘hasoeiate profesor in ‘Sociology, ‘advised 
ae bhatt: ‘she As acquainted with the “applicant ‘and. ‘also knows him by. Tepotavions: 
.~ . Miss. -SALOSCHIN advised that thé » applicant was. brought here from the Bee 
met University, of Michigan to engage in-spécial’ research | among social” groups” 
_ and as ‘being supported’ by a Ford Foundation’ “grante:. 


and considers hin tobe entirely | 
‘Dre “FLANDERS said that he, has 
‘uninterésted. in politics. and that ne 
‘social groups, where he is’ regarded ° 
Dre FESTINGER's moral habits, ie 
highest, according to. Drs FLANDERS ."* 


Miss SALOSCHIN advieeal 


that in her opinion, the. applicant: is'\ amano outstanding Grerecten a: 


"habits, and associates, and. is ‘a Loyal 


OS Gee eonor ke ‘D. MONACHEST, Chatenan of. 


citizens - ne 


ithe Sociology’ eee thiversity | 


ae of Minnesota, advised that he has: known: “the. applicant for three years and 


'. Fegards him as being entirely: loyal to’ 


the United States .and completely 


disinterested in any. political- ‘field where it. does: nét enter. into his” 


- research. | Dre MONACHESI ‘described the. 


applicant, in other words, as’ being - 


completely nonpolitical, ifitérested ‘only “in ‘résearch: problems among social’ 


groups < 
individual, of excellent associates, and, 
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Drs MONACHEST ‘also advised that the applicant.is. a high-type .., 


of good personal charagter. 
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Memo: Director, FRI Re: LEON FESTING?R November 7, 1953 


Dr. BEN wILLSEMAN, fr. of Psychology, Eddy Hall, Mniversity of Minnesota, 
advised that he has known Dr. FESTINGNR since 19h. when they both attended 
the Miversity of Towa. Dr. “TLLERMAN also knew the applicant at the 
University of Michigan and MIT at Cambridee, Vassachusetts, and he has been 
associated with the applicant since about the fall of 1951 at the Tniversity 
of Mimesota. Dr. WILL"RMAN advised that he has known the applicant very 
closely, both socially and in the educational field for twelve years, and 

he regards the applicant as being a man of outstanding habits, character, 
and is unquestionably loyal to the "nited States. Dr. WILLAMAN advised 
that through this period of twelve years, he has never noted by way of 
conversation or othervise that Dr. FSSTING"2 has any strong political 
leanings or affiliations, He described the applicant as being primarily 

a research man in small social groups and is not interested in political 
activities and appears to have no strong political convictions. Dr. ‘TILLERMAN 
stated that the applicant is among the ten outstanding men in the Mnited 
States in the field of social research to which he ‘is devoted. 


Mrs. ™, 0, RISLOV, 15 Seymour Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised 
that she has known the anplicant and his family for approximately three 
years as a neighbor and advised that Nr. FSSTINGER and his wife are highly 
regarded in the neighborhood and have never said anytuing to indicate 
disloyalty, and associate primarily with educators at the University of 
Minnesota. 


Mr. and Mrs. NZCHOLAS PUSAK, hl Clarence Street, Minneapolis, tinnesota, 
advised that they have known the apolicant and his fawily for two years 
and advised that they are persons of very high character and reputation, 
and,insofar as they know, are loyal American citizens. 


re and Ire, USRSeRT McCLOSANY, 3 Orlin Street, Minneapolis, Vimmesota, 
advised that they have known the applicant and his family as a neighbor 

for about three years. Mr. McCLOSKEY also advised that he is acquainted 
with the applicant in the Sociology Department at the Mniversity of 
Minnesota. Roth Mr. and Mrs. McCLOSKSY were lavish in their praise of 

the applicant's good character, habits, and reputation in the neighborhood. 
re McCLOSKEY advised that the applicant is of a nonpolitical type and is 
mostly interested in pure sociological research. Their associates are 
people of very high quality, mostly people from the Mniversity of Minnesota. 


[vas contacted on November 2, 1953, and advised that the applicant 
is unknown to this informant. This informant is familiar with Conmunist 
activities at the University of Minnesota. 


was contacted on November 3, 1953, by SA JACK Kk. MIRPHREE and 
advised that, the anolicant is unknown to this informant. This infornant 
is also familiar with Commnist youth groups in the Twin Cities area, 


The records of the Minneapolis Credit Bureau, 600 Palace Building, Vinneapolis, 
Minnesota, contained no derogatory information concerning the applicant in 
regard to character, loyalty, associates, and habits. 

so as 
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Memo: Director, FBI Re: LEON F*STINGER November 7, 1953 


The records of the Minneapolis Police Department, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
contains no information identifiable with the applicant and his wife. 
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Se) 
LEON FESTINGER 
Expert —~ Applicant 
Department of the Air Force 
Lackland Air Force Base 
San Antonio, Texas 
SECURLTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Reference Bureau letter to Minneapolis dated October 26, 1953, 
initiating a preliminary investigation concerning the above AppHicante 


BASIS 


This investigation is based on the fact that Applicant's name appears 
on a list of names of persons whose attendance was assured at a 
conference of social and physical scientists on atomic energy held by 
the Cambridge Association of Scientists in October of 196, at Harvard 
University and Massachusetts Institute of Technology, both located in 
Cambridge, Massachusettse 


The Cambridge Association of Scientists has been reported by___ | b7D 
to have been a subdivision of the Federation of American Scientists 
in 1976 


In November, 1916,[ ___—_—advised that the amalgamation of the 
Federation of American Scientists with the American Association of 
Scientific Workers was brought up for discussion at the convention 

of the é£merican Association of Scientific Workers held at Boston, 
Massachusetts, in December, 196, but this proposal was defeated by a 
vote of the members in attendance at the convention. 


= 
The American Association of Scientific Workers has been cited by the = 
California Committee on Un-American Activities as being included among 
the Communist Fronts at the Win the Peace Conference in Washington, D. Ces 
April 5=@7, 19h6. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Miss PEGGOTT, Secretary to the President, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, furnished the Applicant's file 
relating to his employment by Massachusetts Institute of Technoldégy. 4 
This indicates that Applicant was employed as a resident Me at st 
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the Center for Group Dynamics from March 1, 1945 until July 1, 197, 
when he became an Assistant Professor. Applicant resigned on June 30, 


19h8. 


Applicant's file shows that he received a Bachelor of Science Degree 
from City College of New York in 1939, the Degree of Master of Arts 
from Towa University in 190 and the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
from the same university in 192. 


He was previously employed as a Psychologist at the Psychopathic 
Hospital of the University of Kowa in 190 and 19l1. He then worked 

as a Resident Associate at the Child Welfare Research Station in Lowa, 
the exact period of this employment not being reflected by the recordse 
From 192 to 19h, he was employed as an instructor in the Department 

of Psychology at the University of Kowa and from 19) to 195, he served 


as Senior Statistician gor the Commission on the Selection and Training 
of Aircraft Pilots. 


The only organizations in which he claims membership is the Sigma Chi 
fraternity and the American Psychological Associatione The file reflects 


that Applicant has published several papers on Statistics and Theoretical 
Psychology e 


According to the file Applicant was born in New York City, New Yorks 
on May 8, 1919s 


Professor RALPH Ee FREEMAN, Head of the Department of Economics, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, advised that Applicant had 
worked in his department while employed as a Professor at Massachusetts 
institute of Technologye Professor FREEMAN advised that the Applicant 
is regarded as a brilliant man in his field which is primarily Mathe« 
matics. Applicant under Professor KORTIBVENE, recently deceased, 

and his work dealt with research into some of the psychological 

aspects of the field of Economicse 


Professor FREEMAN stated that while he naturally had a considerable 
amount of contact with the Applicant, since the Applicant worked in a 
department headed by him, he had little, if any, contact with the 
Applicant outside of the college. He found the Applicant to be a 
man who seemed normal in every respect, moderate in his ideas, of 
good moral habits and to the best of his knowledge a loyal Americane 
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Professor FREEMAN stated that he believed that all of the professors 
with whom the £&pplicant had associated or worked were no longer with 
Massachusetts Institute of Technologye The only person whom he believed 
would know the Applicant is Professor ALEXANDER BAVELAS, also a mexber 
of the Department of Economics. 


Professor ALEXANDER BAVELAS stated that he had know the Applicant 
first in the Graduate School of the University of Iowa, where he had 
been associated with the Applicant for three -yearse Professor BAVELAS 
later worked in the Department of Economics at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology during the last year which the Applicant spent at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technologye Professor BAVELAS advised that 
the Applicant was a man of very positive beliefs and very outspoken 
in any matter which entered his field of Mathematics. However, in any 
othér subject which might come up he was moderate in his ideas and 
not inclined to assert himself. Professor BAVELAS advised that he is 
positive ‘that the Applicant would present no security risk, and he 
recommends him as a man of good character and habits and a loyal 

Ameri cans 


NEIGHBORHOOD 
Mrs. CARL L. SWAN, Newton, Massachusetts, recalled — 
Applicant and his wife as having lived at 79 


Grove Hill Avenue, and not 57, as listed on Request for Report of 
Loyalty Data. Mrs. SWAN stated that she never had a real close 
association with either Applicant or his wife, since the FESTLIGERS 
were in a younger age group than herself. She advised that Applicant 
was employed by Massachusetts Institute of Technology and was under~ 
stood to be working on important work for that institutione This work 
kept him so busy that he had little time for his own family and practically 
no time for anything else. Applicant and his wife impressed Mrs. SWAN 
as being normal, everyday Americans, possessing good living habits and 
from the little association she had with them, she knows of no reason 
to consider either Applicant or his wife as possible security riskse 


Mrs. FRANCIS ouorser,[ furnished the same informa- —_ 
tion as Mrs. SWANe She pointed out that Applicant was too busy with 

his work for anyone to get to know him and his wife was too busy with 

her young children to have much time to become acquainted with her 
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neighborse She likewise recommended the FeSTINGERS as persons of good 
character and she knows of no reason to question the loyalty of either 
of thems 


Mrs, IRVING LUDWEN and Mrs, JOSEPH PARADIS, <n 
advised that they had no knowledge of the 


Applicant or his wifee 


CREDLT 

Personnel of the Credit Bureau of Greater Boston, Inc., 11 Beacon 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts, found no credit record for the Applicant 
or his wife. 

CRIMINAL 

Personnel of the Massachusetts State Board of Probation, Court House, 
Boston, Massachusetts, a central repository for all criminal conviction 
records in the State of Massachusetts, could find no criminal record 
for the Applicant or his wife. 

MESCELLANEOUS 


Files of the Boston Division contain no reference to the &pplicant, 
beyond that previously set forthe 


Logical Boston Enformants Eee Eee who are acquainted b7D 
with some phases of Communist Party activities in Massachusetts, had 


no information concerning the Applicant. 


oly me 


“FEDERAL BUREAU. ‘OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 Soe be Fe 
THis CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU. : 7 


a) 


REPORT MADE AT” ee ra kre DATE = WHEN “le PERIOD FOR-WHICH ‘MADE | REPORT MADE BY | , 


DETROI?, MICHIGAN - [21/28/534|, 11/23; 2/53 | ROBERT'L. “MAYPTSLD ae iW | 


TLE LEON FESTINGER, ‘Expert + “applicant; Department, pers OF CASE’. 
of the Air Force, Lackland. Air Hones e Base, . 
- San Antonio, Texas : i. : 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: TEN vs me “s nar 


Applicant. en a Us. of: M5, yn ees Mich. from ike 6: ae in tie nie ex 

“ Psychology Dept. - Employment~ Satisfactory. Nothing urifavorable regarding": eae | 
- Applicant. through University officials.. Applicant's immediate supervisors a oa 

‘regard ‘highly ‘as‘to character; reputation, habits ‘and as loyal American”. 

citizen.. Recommend as. excellent ‘security.risk for government employment.’ 
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LEON PESTINGER 

Expert - Applicant 

Department of the Air Force 
Lackland Air Force Base 

San Antonio, Texas 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Detroit, Michigan 


November 28, 1953 


III, RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 


Confidential Informant Detroit T-1, of known reliability, 
advised the Applicant, LEON-KESTINGER, was employed by the University of Michigan 
as an Assistant Professor of Psychology and as an assistant Progra: Director of 
the Survey Research Center, Group Dynamics, of the Institute of Social Research, 
T-l advised this employment was from August 1948 to August 1951. T+1 further 
advised the Applicent was born on May 8, 1919 at New York, New York. Applicant 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree from City College of New York in 19393; a 
Master of Arts degree in 1940 from State University of Iowa; and a Doctorate 

—~degree from the same institution in 1942, according to Tod. T+1 advised the 
Applicant was married on October 23, 1943 to MARY OLIVE BALLOW, who was born 
on December 9, 1917 at Fairmont, Minnesota. There are two children by this 
union, according to Tel. . ie i: 

Tl advised he did not ies the yes personally, 
therefore, could furnish no comments, but stated the records reflected no 
unfavorable information pertaining to the Applicant. 


Confidential Informant Detroit T+2, of know reliability, 
advised he did not recall the Applicant while he was employed by the University. 
T+2 stated the Applicant was not a member or adviser for any campus organization 
while at the University. 


Dr. DONALD G. MARQUIS, PhD., Chairman of the Department of 
Psychology, 7604 Haven Hall, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, advised 
the Applicant was well known to him. He stated the Applicant is recognized 
as an outstanding psychologist in the field of Social Psychology. Dr, MARQUIS 
stated the Applicant was energetic and displayed great enthusiasm in his work 
as a scientist. He advised the Applicant was of high moral character and integrity 
and there was no question regarding his loyalty to the United States. Dr, MARQUIS 
stated the Applicant would be an excellent security risk for government employment 
as he did not associate or belong to any questionable organizations, 


Dr. MARQUIS stated he would describe the Applicant as a 


"New Deal" Democrat and a "liberal", He stated by "liberal", he meant one who 
would be for the "underdog" and"surpressed individuals'in the world today. 


Jo 


Dr. MARQUIS further advised the Applicant had no bad habits and was a devoted 
family man. He stated he would recommend the Applicant without reservation for 
a position with the government, 


Dr. DORWIN CARTWRIGHT, PhD,, Director of the Research Center 
for Group Dynamics, 157 Institute of Social Research, University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, advised he has known the Applicant for a number of years and regards 
the Applicant very highly. Dr. CARTWRIGHT stated there is no question regarding 
the Applicant's character, reputation or loyalty to the United States. He 
advised the Applicant is a person of the highest integrity, of good moral character, 
and an excellent security risk for euployment with the government, Dr. CARTWRIGHT 
further advised the Applicant, to his knowledge, never affiliated or associated 
with questioneble organizations or individuals. Dr. CARTWRIGHT advised he 
could recommend the Applicant for a position with the government. 


Investigation at 1132 Martin Place, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
former residence of the Applicant, failed to develop any unfavorable information 
regarding the Applicant or his family. The following individuals were contacted: 


-_ — i, 
b6 


b7Cc 
G. D. PIERCE 


_ 
_ RAY ue ET 


Reliable Informants, who are acquainted with some of the 
Communist Party members and some of the Communist Party activities in the Ann 
Arbor area, advised the Applicant is not known to them, 


The Identification Records of the Ann Arbor Police Department 
and the records of the Ann Arbor Credit Bureau made no reference to the Applicant 
or his family. 


” 
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INFORMANTS 


TL s 2 eo is[ _|whose identity is known to the Bureau, 


b7D 


T+2 2 2 « « « is whose identity is known to the Bureau, 


Loe [_]ere contacted by SA J. RAYMOND 
COGHLAN on November 23, 1953, 


It is realized that this Preliminary Investigation should 
have been submitted to the Bureau in letter form, however, it was received 
as a Rough Draft in Report form and is, therefore, being submitted as snch 
inasmuch as the Michigan investigation is complete and should this investigation 
be converted to a Full Field Investigation no additional action will be required 
by Detroit. 
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‘tone hundred and fifty educational leader's fron more 


than 55 ‘collages and universities throughout the country have 


urged Dr. Raymond Allen, president of the Univers ity of ° vashington,. 


to reinstate with full rights of tenure the 3 professors recently . 


discharged from the university for membership in or 'ambiglous 
relation to! the Commmist Party in a letter released today | 
(Tuesday) by the Bureau of Academic Freedom of the Netional 
Council of the Arts, Scionces, and Professions. ss ae 


tPollowing is the complete text of the letter seieaeed’ 
by Tir. Clyde Rk. willer, aareeear of! the NCASP Bureau on Academic 
freedom, _ ; 


The principle that every citizen has a right to his 
personal neliefs and associations. and to voluntary participation ~ 
in the affairs of the commmity is fundamental to the traditional 
American concepts of democracy and academic freedom. | 


'The recent decision of the University of Washington to 
dismiss three faculty members on the basis of membership in the 


| . Communist Party, or on the premise of ‘guilt by association! is. a” 


shocking repudiation of this principle, If these dismissed 
professors are not reinstated, the result will be irreparable 
damage to all educational institutions and ae xO Bo 
pve: of WEERLIBHONS 


The University? s seen ir it is not swiftly reversed, 
will sot a precedent. for the dismissal of any setEneter for any 
personal beliefs and associations. 


TAs cducators, deeply concerned for our ow civil rights 
and those of our fellow citizens, and cognisant of the further 
implications of this action as a threat to our entire system, we ; 

urge the immediate reinstatement, with full rights of tenure of: oe 
the dismissed professors Phillips, Butterworth, and Gundlach, !" _ | 


One of the signers of the statement to President. Alen 
was listed as Dr. Leon Festinger, University of Michigan, Applicant's 
security form reflects that he was employed at the University of |. 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, from August, 1918, to August, 1954. 
A1950 report of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
describes the National Council of ‘the Arte, | Sciences, and . Professions 
as a Communist front. ’ 


; During this Bureau's inquiry, associates of the 
applicant at the Universities of Hinnesota, Towa and Michigan 
and at the Massachusetts Institutes of Technology were contacted. 
All of these astociates advised that they considered Featinger 
to be a loyal American clticen. He was described as being a 
brilliant individual, outstanding in the field of egocial pene? 
and 4 man of excellent character. ; 


Laz enforcenent agencies covering the: applicantie’ pieces 
of residence and employment in Linn 1e80tA, nichigan, vesgacnheertes 
New York and iowa, had no record for’ the SPDLACANS 


Conficential Anformants familiar with some phases of 
Communist Farty and related activities in the eove-named states 
advised that they have no information concerning the applicant. 


' The foregoing contidential information, which is not, 
the reault of a full field investigation by the FBI, is being 
furnished te you for your consideration. No further action is 
contemplated in thie satter by this Bureau unless spacifically  — 
requested. ‘Ihis confidential information should not be disseminated 
to any unauthorised persons or agencies, and this Hureau makes no | 
recom:endation regarding clearance or disapproval of the applicent. . 
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a = ; In October, 2953, a, Limited aa ‘concerning = 
a ee “the captioned individual was conducted by the PBI basad ‘ m3 
as _ on the fact that Pestingerta name appeored on a list. of 
caer ‘persons whose attendance was assured at a conference oy 
cae: ‘ atomie energy sclentists, held by the Cambridge Asaociation 
- | of Selentists in October, 19,6. This association was - 
. . .' ) peported by a reliable source to have been a subdivision 
:: “- of the Federation of American Sefentista, whish, in 19 
ae, ‘was. considering amalyamstion with the American Association | 
PgP. Se or Setentific Workers. ‘Thig latter assdciation has been 
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ORE US me central files of this Bursa reflect the 00 
3 
As ne ‘aéaiee of information which appears. in a transeript of os 
a hearings before a Subcomiit tes of the Comittee on.Foreign . 
ENON . ‘Relations, 0. 3S, Senate, in 1950, 4n exhibit, as- obtained 
_Vi.  @aning the course of. the above hearings, is a relesas dated 
, Uo”. Mexeh- 1, 1949, of the Bureau of Academic Freedom, National 
. 0) .Gounedl of the Arta, Sclencos, and Profoasions, en Vest Lith” 
|. Street, New York, Tha exhibit: ie set forth in part BS. 
: i follows: eh = Rea 
cor. "ome itundred end ae tending Educators Gall 
a For Reinatatonent. of Dap ieee of eee Pe 
Profomsorse (0°! = wh i. 
"letters to Dr, Allen Calis Firing Threat to. ee 
; Entire 1 Rducatbional ° ‘Systet, i ae ee 
Tolson =. REC phe 7 
oe Rnelosures (2) OPDEN . 7. ee 4G wag 
| Belmont. —S. me women teens 
ate Ont, to Ge ‘NOE 
engreere -Req ree'd: Bel TAS 4 oN 3. 1988 - 
| Fanin : ben M The ARMSTRONG « “W a M ” 
ae Pie) thee oe 


Holloman __-_— 
Gandy - 


. individual as 1 Seymour’ Ave, S.Ey Minneapolis, Minnesota, 


This 4 Fevmation sent OSE: (aprd/ sa. teat hae Deg ee 


NOTE: “Incoming. Gn3" seeks Sd wel iti BS 0 ant gadhe ga. of. the i 
ene os 


1 
Kea 


: ome hundred and fifty educational leaders from : 
more than 50 colleges ané universities throughout the country 
have urged Br, Raymond Allen, president of the University of 
Washington, to reinstate with full rights of tenure the 5 
- professors recently discharged frem the universality for 
menberahip in or 'ambiglous relation tot ‘the Communist Party _ 
in # letter released todey (Tuesday) by the Bureau of ; 
. Academie Preadom of the National Cowneil of the Arts, Sciences, - . 
end Profesaions..." a an j 


"ie One of the signsrs of the statement to President 
Alien was listed as Dr, Leon. Festinger, University of © 
Wichizgen, Applicant's seourlty form reflects that he was 
employed eat the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
from August, 1948, to Augush, 1951, A 1950 report of the — 


- Bouse Committee on Unedmerican Activities daesoribes the 


Wational. Council of the Arts, Selences, and Professions as. 
e Communist front. aa NS a eS 
; ‘ During this Bureauta inquiry, assootates of | 

| Festinger at the Universities of Minnesota, Iowa end Michigan 
and at the Massachusetts Institute of Teshnology wors con~ 
tacted, All of these assccintes advised that they considered 
Festinger to be a loyal American citizen, He was degeribed © 
as being a btillisnt individual, outstanding in the field 

ef social vesearch, and a man of excellent character, 


2 ‘Law enforcement agencies covering Pestinger's _ 
places of realidence mid employment in Minnesota, Michigan, 
Massechusetts, New York and Towa; had ne record for him, - 


Confidentiel infermante femilier with some phases 
of Comamist Party and related activities im the above~ 
| named atetes. advised thet they heve no information con= 
corning Festinger, oe 6 


| (W019) 3 | 
Whe forsgoing information is furnished to you as 


gg result of your request for an rBI file check end is not | 


bo be construed as @ clearance or a nonclearance of the inw 
- @ividual involved, This Lnfermation is furnished for your 
use and should not be disseminated outaide of your agency,  — 
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STANDARD FORM" :  ‘SECUSTLY 4NVESTIGATION DATA [ CASE SERIAL NOW TESC © 
Pee ae FN, os 196)- oe FOR NONSENSITIVE POSITION . . rk 


(SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON OTHER SIDE) hed =. oo 
1 apm cuenta oreomerae AR seeqasen sceraconenrrimren ve-mepeyarentekaneiennncans rerum nemneescre ab AE sacson 
1, FULL NAME A, (Last Nae, (Pir Nowe} (Middle Name) . + DATE OF” THIS REQUEST ~ 
va 
iviats ond FESTINGER LEON ~*~ 3, “DATE Gr BIRTH 


. OTHER NAMES USED (Maiden name, names by “former marriages, former names changed May 8, 1 1 
full nave are legally or otherwise, aliases, nicknames, otc. Specify which, and show dates ysed). 9 9 


3. PLACE OF TH 
New York City /l/ 
“Aes ALE (a Fes 


TSAITLQAT VGN TSUN Par reas Cramton 
6. It MART ay tpi AWD G Ge OEVURLE, GRE TIL NAME AND DATE AND PLACE Ge BaTH Gr SPOUSE ‘ 
site 1 teh APPLY ANE EAT AND PLAS!’ Cf WIAUITADES INELURE (IFO WAIBEIG HANG. [ORE sate Sateen oe ta 
] i regaruing all hrevious Faarriiaes 


not acceptable) 


5, 


7 veteoane®) Mary Olive Ballou Festinger Born -- Dec. 9, 1917, Fairmont, Minn— 


7 ADE NTIEYING NUMABERS Aye oH Servi a “serial penders, s sia: vcurfy” number, passport fumber, alien registry number, seaman’s certificate of 


TL} bivercro | Pn eee he 10/23 43 — Spee - Cet, Sree pte 
inentaication pie Spety ete " 
Social Security No. 120-01-2162 ; a 
8. CPSTACATOSS WOH at AEFIIAIDD Past and poasert, ClneR THAN RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL © ORGAN ZATIONS 6 OR TH THOSE Wii WHICH'S How G10Us 
re be “VTICAL APF? ATES AS? "pe ’Norn,”” $2 slete eh, 


Sigma Xi 1940 to 1952;! Américan bsychological ‘Ass'n < 1939 to present; New’ York 3 | 
Academy of Science 1946; Amer. Ass'm. Advancement of Science; Amer. Academy Artz & 


9. tAT:$ AND PLACES OF R.S,CINCE (Begin ‘ith present and yo it to January ¥, 1937. Continue unuss Her > f8 ch other side if necessary). 


From To Nurcher rand Streef . City State 
| before 1937 1939 90A Heyward St. Brooklyn N.Y. ¢- 
1939 1942 Towa City Towa 
1943 1945 Rochester ' N.Y. 
1945 1948 57 Grove Hill Drive Newtonville Mass. 
1948 1951 ~~" 1132 Martin Place Ann Arbor Mich. <3 
195i 201955 48 I Seymour S.E. > . Minneapolis Minn. 
1953 se:Preseif, 1031 Hamilton Ave. Palo Alto Calif. 
<i a 2 BY COURIER SVC, 
- 2 eo 
es = BE 56 JUN2 7 
10. vate yams ‘AND ADDRESSES Pe ros jnsqn ‘with present and go back to January 1, 1937. ontinu@ Oia Heel? on ofner side if necessary). 
From on Lr - - S Emrlover Address " 
<i z,. $§ cera Bees 
1955, pepsent’.& Stanford University Stanford, Calif. 
1951 * 1955: University of Minnesota Minneapolis, Minn. 
1948 " 1951 University of Michigan Ann Arbor, Mich. 
1945 1948 Mass. Institute of Technology Cambridge, Mass. 
1943 Ss 1945 University of Rochester Rochester, New York 
1941 #31943 University of Lowa f Iowa City, Iowa 


ey 
re 
oat 


: 
No “employment prior to this, © tet scetede seb oP Tee Roe “| 
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, “CERTIFY that the abe ve Statements are trun, cor ty 
CERTIFICATION? : and are mele In quad fuith, - 


False statement on this form - at ef 6-40. 


. is punishable by law, F Ait 7 NRTURE oridthal oniy) 
V1. DATE OF APPOINTMENT. ““P T20 TITLE OF POSITION AND GRADE OR SALARY, C. 68° e OF 7 x 
9/60 _! Consultant. ..._- 8 ican 7 
147 TYPE OF APPOINTMENT. 7 aHinive ladd tam.) 15: CIVIL SERVICE OR OTHER LEGAL onee £0 AEPONMENT 
{ Inciedes oe e jadd tem- artooumett 
yp Excerteo . () COMPETITIVE peor tape of coprpetitive | CRT HOT RECORDED 
16. This isa Nonsensitive ~ ‘ > 
Position. ] an 
or oh ear bey fF rized age 
17.7 THIS” SPACE “FOR FBI USE” (ee also iter’ 20) Dale R.- "Lindsay >. seat : at on ote A 
Ai 
Statl$ dec. Suby, Detoes 
Data'sent - ~ 


SEE REVERSE SIDE NIH - Bethesda 14, Maryland 
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A June 23, 1961 
PleaSe refer to the FBI letter to the CSC dated 
December 14, 1953, concerning the employee, under CSC case serial 
number 8, 54. 3100, which transmitted the results ofan appropriate 
inquiry conducted in 1953. The files of the FBI disclose’ “that ae 
during May and June, 1961, an‘applicant-—type investigation; was Z 
conducted :at the request of Mr. William J. Hartigan wat the -1 
White House and the results were furnished to the Honorable P. Kenneth 
O'Donnell, Special Assistant to the President, the White “House , 5 
Washington, D. C. You may desire to contact the appropriate Y 
official at the White House concerning the results, of this’ 
investigation. It is noted that the employee occupies an | | "excepted" 
position as a consultant with the Department of Health , Education, 
and Welfare. The files of the FBI disclose no additional 
identifiable data concerning the employee and no further action is 
contemplated in the absence of a specific request. This is not a 
clearance or disapproval of this @ndividual for Federal employment. 
This information should not be disseminated to unauthorized 


persons or agencies. 


4 


NOTE: SPI on Festinger discloses parents were IWO 


140-1494 
161- ~870 members. His father allegedly Signed CPNP in 1939 
RET: sa and 1940. Employee was signer of letter urging 


retiustatementt of a professor at the University of 


Michigan diischarpedl €P affiliation... This letter was released 
by the Bureau of Academic Freedom of the National Council of the 


Arts, Sciences and Professions. 
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Le, 


March 21, 1973 


Refer to Standard Form 85, which was returned to the Civil 
Service Commission (CSC) on June 23, 1961, concerning Leon Festinger 
who appears to be identical with the employee's husband. Also on July 14, 
1961, the CSC was furnished with the results of a summary memorandum 


concerning Leon Festinger, ; . 


This reply is result of check of FBI 
FBI files contain no additional information concerning invest igative files. To check arrest 
this individual. No investigation is contemplated under ecords, request must be submitted to 
Executive Order 10450, This is not a clearance or dis. "BI Ide vt iP . or - 
approval for Federal employment. This should not be “~~ ntification Division. (Finger- 
disseminated to unauthorized persons or agencies. prints are necessary for:positive check.) 
NOTE: PI on employed? #$°"1653 and SPI in 1961. Parents were IWO members. 
His father allegedly signed CPNP in 1939 and 1940. Employee was signer 
of letter urging reinstatement of a professor discharged due to CP 
affiliation. This letter was released by the Bureau of Academic Freedom 
of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 


140-1494 (Leon Festinger) 
161-570 (Leon Festinger) 
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